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THE FACTS

COUNTRY: France

REGION: Bordeaux

APPELLATION: Lussac-Saint-Emilion
CEPAGE: 90% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Franc
WINEMAKING: Native ferment

AGING: Concrete vats

ANNUAL PRODUCTION: 2,600 cases

THE STORY

Franck Despagne traces his lineage in greater
Saint-Emilion back to 1665. A baptism ledger in
neighboring Saint-Sulpice de Falerens lists that forefather
as a ploughman. Beyond that, the historic record is silent,
and whether or not the family originated from Spain
(d’Espagne, i.e., of Spain) is anyone’s guess. What's
known today is that Franck’s cousin is the
seventh-generation Despagne to run Saint-Emilion’s
highly regarded Chéteau Grand Corbin Despagne while
Franck, who joined his father in 1986 working 30 acres in
the proverbial wilderness, doubled those vineyards to just
over 60 acres.

THE ADJECTIVES

OVERALL: Rich and earthy
MOUTHFEEL: Full-bodied

THE SELLING POINTS

/th generation to run family domaine
SUSTAINABILITY: Natural Fermentation
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